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Luxury Lifestyl

Classic Japanese valve brand Luxman Is now making its name with high end pure Class A solid
state designs. Noel Keywood auditions the lavish new L-550A integrated...

her g lowady Shing.
sigher mElarn laak-
ing Cambridpge i
blew up - a5 mase
did! - | ended up
with a gold Luwman
Ir fglt lowely and sounded pood.
e swelte i bess vivid chan che
Cambridge, Mo, some thirry years
later, the Lumman L-35304 in from
of me lochs lictle different Tram
the humble budget model | ance
owned, im detail at leaat, Yet the
LS504 rewiewes] Bare if in rrsth no

ordivary Chagy B like mine af ware, ar

thae L-5050 v revieweed in cur Spr
20086 issue, Ir is an alvagecher mare
ambilicis And specialses cesign,
D"EI'rIE IR Class & CpEracion, a
diffacut I:El:lll'-‘_}lr_l]":r o doimsEsricacs
Class A transistor armpliliees
dan'c praduce the low level mush
fram crossower distorion that lurks
in thie background with Clasgs B
They have a reputation for Sounding
clegrer and claanar as a resuln Our
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fvouroe Sugden A2la s a clssic
puample of pure Class A it streams
hizar, but boy doss it ssend posid
chean, dear and vary comgased in

a way dhak law rival can .'.||:||:-"9.1Ef'.
Curicuisly, the Sugden, producng 18
Wiarrs per channel, appears 1o be

a rival Tar the considerably manz
expensive Lux that is also raned

at 20 Watts per channel, But Lux's
figures are bafflingly conservatre: wi
mgaswred no less cham 78 Vatts from
this amiplifier, which is n Bne with a
hefry wesght of 22kg and an equally
hefry price tag of £1.B00 I'd @xpact
a litle e Trai in thaen this Lux
Carparation!

Ther large heargimics o Clhass A
.;||—.|F||ﬁ|:r5 alwiayd o Burning hot, B
n the L-550A they are maccessible
lying inside the casework. Large
nortem and top vens allow the heat
1 asfhpe, bur the casewark stays
coval, owen afoer hours of use. Lux
hawe abaays made a user-friendly hi-h
product. packed widls gwary facilivy

This amplifier has tone controds
weith & bypass swicch, pravision

for wo sers of loudspeakers with
switchirg bereseen them and off. 2
recard scurce selecton headphong
output, an urwiudl mesde salpcree
that offers che apdian of keft channa
through both left and right. righe
channel through both, mana and
stereo. There is one phara input
wwitchable for Maving Magnet ar
Maving Coil an the front panel
wihers Lux also provide a switchable
warp filer - always a useful facibey as
it suppresses loudspeaker cone flap
froom warped LPs.

Undike amphiers of pare chis
one has teo pairs of XLE sockeed
aalanced nputs in addiion to norl
phang socker unkalanced inpus
They are both ire level, ore far C0
ardl the ether lor panaral pirposes.
W'hy uie thess inputs! Thay are ficar
thie connecricn of souWnoes fimmed with
balanced outpus, using am XLR lead,
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Thiz awaids hum loops and provides
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camcillition of mduced noise and
some dispargices. | reputarky Fi
sceprcal KRarars absn i frgm
ergneers who ko that TR,
Wil Balantad cannechong can mean
Eoing Ehreagh two extra chips,
sugpesting worse rather than beroer
quakity: In the L L5304 howeear,
gur Rohde & Schwarz UPL spectram
analyser shoveed chere wara small
it clear improvements available
thrcuph the bafanced imputs, from
00055% 1e 0001 distortion for
el it [ kHEI, i0 soepiscism iz
besr suspendid, | suggest! There is
nd balanced output from che preamp
section, bt Lux do offer an exmernal
bridging nk becwsesn pre and powai
amps through phaona sockers, 3o woeu
Can ser up an unbalangad output
froem thee preamin

The large frore panel mecers
actually shoer cutput voles in dB
e, [ull outpat (25Y) being marked
o OdB and -10dE (ten times legs)
an the scale being 2.5V The metars
proved quite acourane in their
talbration

Lux amplifiers have a ditinctive
fapd aibour them The svitcks Fave
a soft. almast springy ktion abouk
them, racher than thae bard click
ol a strongly sprung decent. It's
sice encugh all the same. The rear
Kudspeaker vodkers are sorew
f¥pe that accent bare ware ar 4mim
banana plugs. Lux provide a remate
cantrod toa, which i nicely made and
corerods all the basic faciligiag

A L amplilier 4 alwiys e Lo
wse ard | enjoped my dme with tha
L-5504 Those big, ifumiraned macers
look the business and usefully warn
of appraaching overaad if you really
putsh ic. This alone makes them a
iseful oo, raches thin an attractive
electronic bauble

SOUND QUALITY

| Sp=gnt ddeme Eirrwe weith the Lux
batore radly Fatting & Pald an whak
It was dodng; chis isn T an ampifies
[D COT music wich honay; qisige the
reverse s rurhlagsky ||:-.-|_-||.!||5 and
ofa ary, A OsE sparse nature that
B inedially |,.r|5\e'|l_ln;||_1._'~"'¢"|-|;|'_
thié Lz remyinded me about was
recarding quakbty and what mighe
really lie on the discs | was listening
tix: by lookong deeply imoo recordings
it elid nat always comse up
weith the leeligst interpre-
aton; mesn 8 vwag Irankly
il BOmaCimed Brotally
ravanheg

Wiith & micely amsembled
ar] recorded performance from
the Stranglers in "fou Aksays
Reap What You 5o’ hawever, |
was enormously impressed by thie
L-550A Kidk drum was firm and
Jean faques Burnel's bass guitar had
a qualicy andd presence that struck
md &E mard characterfully compre-
miansted Bhd pHausBle than | am used
1, This amplSer really fleshed out
the timbral character of inscruments,
yet it didn't artficially enrich them

REVIEWY

Harns msped ocut stronghe fram
i glear badkgraund in ™aran Skies'
ard] o Black s cdren work was
sharply cutlined, gach serduge ol the
kick drurn coming over with a sharp
orack. Apainst other amplifiers this
orie i an analogus delight in that
it reases out every st uance of
complex performances and |ees i
oot with a wivid claricy chat i starkly
revealing, In doing so the L-5500
comes over as unusually oghs at
kew frequencees, Bely az a resubt of
it unususl regative dampirg factar.
It was much more recencive than a
Maim for emample, which has a low
positive damping facear, and 1 chase
o use ouwr fairly rich sounding
Exstarm Eleoteic
Mimarnax
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allied 1o geaal bulld and sl laciisies
make fais an asbanEly i wT. |
LUGOMIAN L-5504 2 80
Select fedio

CO plaper to acksn 3 balance:
meare an this later,

The teling deum strikas at the
seart of Steve Earle's ‘Copparhoad
Roxd' underlined ths exrrame
grip of the Lux and - intenestingy
- this was apparent with LP also
Paired weith cur Ploneesr FLC-530
curremly sportng an Orafon
Rarda Bronze moving ool cartridge
i an Audis Origamd PUT wonearm,
the L-5500% was again ruthiesshy
revealing, corning acrass as fast paced
anrd totally in comtral, 'She's My Man'
thurdersd cut from the Lusman
saurding faster than ever fram che
Erizzar Sisters, wha | suspect have
their studia material speeded up! All
the same, the amphfier's grip on pace
couphed with wast revelztam make it

greatest of recosdings: the questian
abways i will | enjey it! Through
thiz amiplifier the answear was &
massive yes'. Moon's drurmming was
enplosive ard Dhaltrey's wocils as
clear and canvinging as I've eeer

FOR

- lighly revealimg

- balanced CO mput
- fine phomo stage

AGAINST
- dry hass
= stark presentation

a jw drapper with modern 45rpm
wirgl e this |
WWith no ore argund, | pug on
2 nevw 180gm winyl of the ¥Wha and
Thi Kids &re Alright,. a song that
brings quizzical stares from anyors
nac there at the time, This isnt the

MEASURED PERFORMANCE

l Although n Class A design, which
usually means fimited povesr owlpe,
‘the L-550A preduces a substantial TR
Watts into 8 Ohoss and 114 Waits into
4 Dhms, =0 there's plenty of power
availahle. Bettar still, @ produces
minimad digtoriion right across the audio
band, and up fo full power cutput where
thsera 15 ne sudden change of ransle
chamacieristc that ‘substantially Class A
amgs show

The batanced CD impul gave evan
bettar results tian the unbatanced
phono secket input, with our analyser
resrealing that distortion foll to a senimal
0.002% when delbvesing 1 Watt outpud
inte B Okms at 10kHz. contrasting with
around 0.005% via unbalanced inputs - a
revealing test. This |5 a low distortson
design and sheuld soand clean.

Tha amplifier has plenty of
bandwidth wia CO, and LP requancy
rREpONSR gons dowm Lo BH: oa ME and
dHz on MM, 5o Laxman wisely fit & fron
pared ewichable warp filter. The MC
stage ig a little noisier tham independent
units, so il B best with higher outpu
mowing voil cartridges. With the ahbility
to hamdle very low Ireguency shgnals
nnd an enusual nagative dampsng factor
the LE50A will Bty have o dry balanos,
comsbingd with tight, deep bass.

Al inputs, imcluding halanced, ward
vary senaithve, needing just 170mY ot
full puiput, 5o tho volume control will be
siil ey bow most of the fime.

Thett Luzmai books good under
measwrement, furnisg in an impressive
gt of results_ 18 shauld give the classic
clarity of Glass A but with the added
benedit of a hoalthy power owtgt. MK

Power Dutpul

COftmnnranis.
Freguency response
Separation

Mosse

Distartion
Bangitily

i.c. offast

Damiping factar

Disc
Freqmency response MM Hz-91kHz
MEC BHz-50kHz
oS50
-64/BGdB
0. D36 %
2.970.3mV
1581 Bml

1.5Hz-4ZkHz
G6dE

-70d8

0. 02%
1HamYy

G Tm¥

]

Loparaticn

Mokse [MEMUBAC)
Distertion
Semsitbvity (MAME]
Dvedoad [RSMME)
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heard chem. Where other amplifiess

teaie lictke o of this
old recarding, the Lux
brought everyching
ot Thee L-5500 purs
real lile into vocals by
revealing avery litthe
nuance. intanation
and the full timbral
signature, yer without
warrnch, Talkory & bonst
A Revalwtion’ seent on
as | wedming gl wingl
wielrs on and again che
Laiz shecwied juise wehat
A SUPreme masner o
was at placing Tracey
Chapman in the rosim,
free fram arcifice. This
amplifier constructs 3
rapescry of demil, ore
that's starkly preserted
but gripping. Here is
Class A a8 I8 megsr
wivid - and an urerly
suparh wiy of haaring
whiat is an an LE
modern or from the
past This is an amplifier
ra sllence chose
doubrers of wingl: it
brings forth s glories
without the slightest
O ivanoe.

Finally | managad
b sescuire & lally
balanced CD plager,
an Audia Fighe CD
T and this groved a
wiezle step up for CO
sound qualicy when
conneoned with XLE
laads pa thie L-5508&s
talanced CD mputs.
Firmer and mare

—

forcefd full left and right images
than the Minimas wia unbalanced
inpucs, it widened the sound stage
conssderably The scund stage alsa
ficl back in terms of depth. Tire
domain events became pacticularky

forcedul: back w the Stranglers and
both the strength and pace of j
Black's drummirg vak sigparbly
revealed in “Was i You! Sliding inte
oIl Abevays Reap What Yau Sees’
and now instruments Fad a naked
power and independence on the
sound stape that is a rare occurrence
In my increasing experience of using
balanced conrmctezng | find generally
that thare is wsually a percepoble
lexsening af mush, better image foous
ared seemingly improsed dyramic
This was very apparent with il
pedal steed puitar that rarg aut from
cur Spendar 38e loudspeakers a3
the Scranglers tradk ended. The Lux's
revaaling ramwre cpmlises upon the
Basnlics of balanced connecticn o
vield a breachcaking final resulc.

CONCLUSION

The big Luxrman is an expert’s
amplifier. Mare revealing ared fes
flartering than most, it i challanging,
Burr cheen this is Class &; Sugden's
A2 aisn't a shy performer either,
it jist has less power than the L-
5504, I you want an amplifier chat
is alrmast lrghteningly reveabing and
drarmatic when partnered with op
quality sourges, thes is ic | SCronghy
recamimsnd uming a balinced CD
player with iz and a high quality
usrnable combo, a3 then it can give
a dramatee performance from il
disc amd wirgl.

By managing to waork suocesshaly
with bk, ard ag the same dme
offer 2 wealth Gl Gcilicies, ohis s a
massively capabde amglifien, Suparbly
honed, it is 2 top chaice lor thase
whao are kaaking lor tha higheso ey
of resalution fram sdver and vinyl
disgs



