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New Ken Ishiwata-tweaked M

PRODUCT Marantz SAEDO3

TYPE CD/SACD player (stereo-only)

PRICE £700

KEY FEATURES 5ize (WaHxD: 44x10.5x33cm
© Weight: 7kg & Analogue outputs: 1x RCA phang
© Digital cutputs: 1x coaxial (phono), 1x optical

(Tostink} S/PDIF © Input: USE @ Compatibility: SACD,

CD, CO-R, CO-RW, MP3, WMA

CONTACT @& 01753 GEOBGE # wwwmaramzoom

arantz has an enviable history of
keeping on top of the audio
separates game, which these days

means a pretty active programme of new
product development. Indeed, it doesn't feel
like very long since we saw the SA7001 and
naw we're testing its replacement.

Well, sort-of replacement. IF you've paid
attention to past Marantz form, you'll have
noticed that the company likes its "Special
Edition’ models {that very nomenclature is
believed to be a Marantz invention) and the
ultimate expression of these was always the
‘Kl Signature’ range, reflecting the personal
tweaking input of brand ambassador and
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noted audiophile Ken Ishiwata. There was an
SAT001EKI, but it seems there will not be a
comesponding version of the *8003 because
this is already the ‘Ken'd® model. In other
words, it effectively replaces the SAZ001KI,
not the base model: something less exalted
will be along to fill the 7001 slot soon.

However, it seems that in terms of evolution
this model has more to do with Marantz's
premium range, the 7 and 11 series
(compenents which sell for quite upmarket
money). Like many firms, Marantz does its R&D
at the high-end and lets the results ‘trickle
down' to lesser products as the march of
technological progress makes them less
expensive. Hence, for instance, the use of the
Crystal Semiconductor CS4398 DAC chip
inside this player, one of the highest-
performing parts on the planet.

Before we get too deep into the insides,
there's a more obvious external feature that
demands comment: a USB socket. We haven't
seen this before on any separates CD player,
but immediately realised that it is an extremely

useful and clever idea. Some manufacturers
have provided digital inputs on CD players
before, but the USB slot is even more useful.
If you have high-quality music on a portable
player of some sort, plugging it in to a socket
like this makes it instantly available via your
home hi-fi, with the considerable advantage
of high-quality digital-to-analogue conversion.
It won't tumn low-rate MP3 files into miracles
of high fidelity, but it will certainly extract
the most from uncompressed audio.

That apart, the SAB0O03 continues the
current trend among SACD spinners of
offering sterec-only replay. It does seem to
be something of an improvement over similar
machines in terms of loading time (a frequent
gripe) and loads a CD in about five seconds,
which is just about bearable. In terms of
build quality it's nicely done, the front a
mixture of metal and plastic, but so well
finished that it's not obvious which is which,
while the whole of the main chassis tray is
copper-plated. The top is thin and a little
resonant. Good-quality analogue output
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